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ABSTRACT

The human population has doubled in the last five decades
and is the major reason of landscape degradation and habitat
change. Same time, anthropogenic impacts on earth is
severely changing weather patterns and landscapes. While 4
billion people present within sixty kilometer (km) of the
global coastal land; out of total only seventeen percent
global human population lives within costal land. Once
mangrove forests were covered more than 0.2 million km? of
coastlines; disappearing global by one percent per year.
More than 80% of the original mangrove forest has been lost
unevenly in every country and converted into patches, due to
human activities 1i.e. agriculture, aquaculture and
urbanization. Oil spill and ecotourism are also negatively
impact on the coast and wildlife of marine. Mass tourism is
a modern trend; coastal resorts became highly popular as
tourist purposes; the benefits of the sea water, air, sun,
seafood and scenic views were the primary attraction.
Coastal resorts still magnetize the highest number of tourists
every year; 63% of the European people prefer the coast. It
is concluded that anthropogenic impacts (i.e. deforestation,
agriculture intensification, urbanization, oil spill and
ecotourism) are the main threats to coastal wetland and
wildlife.
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INTRODUCTION
Human Population: The human population has doubled in the past half century in earth (Cohen,
2003); while human is main reason of landscape degradation (Wilkie and Fortuna, 2003; Duke et
al., 2007; Altaf, 2016). At the same time, human impacts on the climate of earth are drastically
changing weather patterns (Rosenzweig et al., 2008) and landscapes (Keohane and Olmstead,
2016; WWF, 2017).

The coastal land consists of less than 5% of the globe, while out of total only seventeen
percent global human population lives within costal land. Additionally, almost 4 billion people
live within sixty km of the global coastal land (Kennish, 2002). Particularly, twenty seven
percent global human population lives within fifty kilometer of an estuary. 0.01 (people/km?)
population density lives in coastal; while only 0.026 (people/km?) population density lives inland
(Agardy et al., 2005).

Deforestation: Once mangrove forests covered more than 200,000 km? of coastlines (Spalding et
al., 1997); disappearing global by one percent per year (Wilkie and Fortuna, 2003). Mangrove
forest losses are occurring unevenly in every country (Duke et al., 2007; Polidoro et al., 2010).
Survival of the mangrove forests is at high risk; due to deforestation of mangrove forests, which
are converted into patches for the purposes of agriculture, aquaculture and urbanization (Valiela
et al., 2001). Numbers of species are declined (Duke et al., 2007) and directly correlated with
mangrove forest size (Ellison, 2002). Mangroves are included as; critically endangered (Platt et
al., 2008; Polidoro et al., 2010) in 26 countries out of 120 countries (Duke et al., 2007). The
maintenance of mangrove forest provides food chain and webs; adversely affecting fisheries
(Barbier, 2007). The decline further risks mangrove-dependent animal species (Skilleter and

Warren, 2000; Nagelkerken et al., 2008) with their complex landscape connection (McLeod and
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Salm, 2006). Human communities living near mangroves forest landscape would lose access to
source of essential fibers, food, chemicals, timber and medicines (Ewel et al., 1998).
Agricultural intensification and urbanization impacts: Mangroves are rapidly converted into
agriculture and urban at an average rate of 1% per year (Ong, 1995); greater than 80% of the
original mangrove forest has been lost due to deforestation in some countries (Spalding et al.,
1997). Changes in land use patterns e.g. agricultural intensification and urbanization have
resulted in enhanced nutrient and sediment loadings that are dumped into seas through coastal
areas (Nixon, 1995; Howarth et al., 1996; Rabalais et al., 2002). Human activities have increased
sediment (20%) which is dumped into the rivers. Out of the total only 30% sediment reached in
seas (Agardy et al., 2005; AME, 2005). Other pollutants such as fertilization, heavy metals and
herbicides are also dumped in the rivers which are reached in seas, have been shown to restrain
photosynthesis in sea grasses, and corals (Agardy ef al., 2005).

Oil impacts: During 2010, the largest marine oil discharge in US, US government estimated
4900 thousand barrels of oil exposed (NCD, 2011). Moreover, the US fishery production
dependent on these wetlands is approximate 30%. However, major coastal wetlands are badly
affected by large spills that happen occasionally. There are note of the first two global spills; one
almost 4400 barrels of oil from Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts, and other exuded 1600 thousand
barrels of oil from Brittany city, France. Both global spills badly impacts on wetland marshes as
well as fauna and flora (Baca et al., 1987). Oil impacts are still known (Culbertson et al., 2008)
on wetland vegetation, benthic biota; and impacts on ecosystem on which humans dependent
(Culbertson et al., 2008).

Ecotourism impacts: Mass tourism is a modern trend; resorts on coastal areas became highly

familiar for tourist purposes; the advantages of the coastal water, fresh air, sun bathing, sea-food
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and attractive views are the primary attraction. Coastal resorts magnetize the highest number of
visitors every year; sixty three percent of British peoples prefer the coastal areas (EC, 1998).
Primarily tourism was short-term reality tourism is now worldwide with tourists from all
developed countries visiting almost whole world. Global the number of international tourists has
shown a continuously increase from 25 million in 1950; 700 million in 2002, average annual
growth rate of 6.6 percent and it is estimated that 350 million tourists will be visiting the
Mediterranean coastal region in 2020 (WTO, 2004); tourism is dominant in the USA (United
States of America) (Burger, 2003).

The major ecological threats that mass tourism poses certainly stretch out in the
infrastructure and transport planning necessary to maintain it, mainly in situations where the
tourist’s numbers are subject to slight control. Development of coastal resorts, utilization of fuel
by aircraft, trains, buildings, taxis, buses and cars, excess usage of water resources, toxic waste
by sewage, litter and motor vehicle emissions all participate to irretrievable ecological
degradation. However, in the development and progress of all more economically developed
countries has also produced a global requirement for human being leisure transport, from simple
swimming and walking to modern phenomena e.g. use of motor vehicles, personal watercraft
(PWCs), self-contained underwater breathing apparatus (SCUBA) and kite-buggies. A lot of
these human being actions have significant ecological effects in and around coastal areas
(Davenport and Davenport, 2006).

Conclusion: 1t is concluded that anthropogenic impacts i.e. deforestation, agriculture
intensification, urbanization, oil spill and ecotourism are main threats to coast wetland and
wildlife.
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